
Located just northeast of the 
city, Sportsman’s Lodge 
Wilderness Resort is an 
excellent lodging choice for 

this tour if your choice is to complete 
the entire loop without having to go into 
Sudbury proper. However, if anyone 
wants to partake of Sudbury’s amenities 
while you are on tour, Sportsman’s is a 
longish drive to town. 

If you are not accustomed to riding 
250 kilometres a day or more, these trails 
north of Sudbury are a great place to 
get started. Basically, from Sportsman’s 
north, the trails follow mostly utility 
corridors, old logging roads and even 
an abandoned rail line. This is wide-
open Northern Ontario riding at its best, 
but it’s remote so services are few and 
far between (albeit sufficient) in many 

sectors. For instance, it’s about 
166 kilometres from Sportsman’s 
to our first overnight stop at Auld 
Reekie Lodge, Gowganda with nothing 
in between – certainly makeable with 
new technology engines, but perhaps a 
stretch for less fuel-efficient sleds. 

We wanted to ride about 250 klicks 
our first day, so we detoured from 
Sportsman’s west across Wanapitei Lake 
to Rocky’s where we topped up our fuel 
before riding the 120 kilometres or so 
north to Shining Tree. With great food 
and on site fuel, Shining Tree’s Three 
Bears Camp is a renown and rustic 
stop that’s well worth the 60 kilometre 
round trip past the TOP (Trans Ontario 
Provincial) A107C turn off to Gowganda 
on a groomed logging road. Going there 
was how we got our 250 klicks on, but 

we also could have done about the 
same distance by continuing on that 
day to Elk Lake (about 40 km farther 
than Gowganda) or Earlton (about 60 
km farther) and made our Day Two day 
a little shorter. Regardless, our second 
night stopover would be at Beaverland 
Camp, Marten River, because after that, 
there aren’t any lodging options that I 
know of until the Field or Tomiko Lake 
areas (about 75 and 100 kilometres 
more respectively, see District 11 trail 
guide). 
 We rode a total of 760 kilometres in 
three days by not taking the direct route 
on Day One (see Itinerary), but this tour 
can be as short as about 675 kilometres 
via the most direct routes possible.

Staging From

Story and photos by
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Travel Day: Trailer to Sudbury 
(drive time from Greater Toronto Area 
to lodging: 5 – 6 hours via Highways 
400 and 69)

Where We Stayed: Sportsman’s 
lodge Wilderness resort 
1-877-708-8882 or 
www.sportsmanslodge.net (#5 on 
2010 Sudbury Trail Plan guide) 

Day ONe: Sudbury to Gowganda 
(about 8 hours) Ride 250 km. Maps: 
Sudbury Trail Plan and OFSC 
District 14 TATA. Fuel: Wanapitei 
Lake (Rocky’s), Shining Tree (Three 
Bears), Gowganda (Auld Reekie). 

Lunch: Shining Tree. Shortest direct 
route: about 170 km.
Where We Stayed: auld reekie lodge 
1-800-511-1191 or 
www.auldreekielodge.com 
(#47 on 2010 District 14 TaTa guide; 
note: location wrongly marked on 
guide, it really is in Gowganda!) 

Day TWO: Gowganda to Marten 
river (about 8 hrs.) Ride 300 km. 
Maps: District 14 TATA to Temagami 
and District 11 Near North from there. 
Fuel: New Liskeard (Husky), Marten 
River (Rock Pine). Lunch: New 
Liskeard

Where We Stayed: Beaverland Camp 
1-888-892-2224 or 
www.beaverland.on.ca. Excellent 
food served just across Highway 11 
at Rock Pine Restaurant (705) 892-
2211 (#604 on 2010 District 11 Near 
North guide) Fuel available. 

Day THree: Marten river to Sudbury 
(about 7.5 hrs.) Ride about 210 km. 
Maps: District 11 Near North and 
Sudbury Trail Plan. Fuel & lunch: 
River Valley.

Sudbury North Itinerary

Sudbury

Three Mini Tours You Can Do!
Sudbury

Sudbury North
Tour Loop #1

Find out more details about this itinerary at 
www.snowgoercanada.com 

> Plan Your Tours.

Not everybody has the time to go on tour for a week or two.  But most of us can grab a four-
day weekend here and there. That’s plenty of time to get a snowmobile tour in and a great place to start is 
Sudbury. Last winter, Jim Reavell, Glenn King, Dom Webb, Jim Heintzman and I set off to ride three mini loops 

using Sudbury as our staging base. Each of these would make a perfect long weekend getaway. So this article is less of a 
story than usual and more a planner to assist you in staging a tour from Sudbury. 

We choose Sudbury as our hub for several reasons. One, the Sudbury Trail Plan (STP) operates an excellent network of 
trails surrounding the city. It allows easy access to the hinterlands, so no matter which direction you choose to ride, direct 
connections to adjoining trail systems are available. However like most destinations, Sudbury presents a few challenges: 
although trails are generally well marked, signage for hospitality services and fuel in and around the city need improvement 
to assist touring riders. Also, a central staging area downtown would be a huge asset.

Next, as Northern Ontario’s premier city, Sudbury offers a host of attractions, events, nightlife, shopping, services and 
amenities – more than enough to keep any non-snowmobilers in your family or group happy and entertained if they also 
want a weekend away while you are off touring. 
 Finally, Sudbury is far enough north that snow is generally reliable. Even if Mother Nature doesn’t cooperate in one 
area, with the available touring options from Sudbury you can simply make a last minute change of plans and head in a 
different direction. Your choices include a long loop around Sudbury itself, which we did not do for this article. Here’s 

what we did do…



Let me say right up front, that 
if you are at all hesitant about 
ice crossings, this is not the 
tour for you. For this loop 

out of the Travelodge Hotel Sudbury, 
we headed west to Elliot Lake and 
then across the North Channel ice to 
Manitoulin Island (see sidebar) before 
undertaking an eastbound ice crossing 
to Killarney and thence back to the 
Travelodge. But we started Day One by 
falling off the edge of the world…

Sudbury Trail Plan is the eastern 
section of OFSC District 12. Rainbow 
Country Snowmobile Association is 
its western side. Unfortunately, the 
2009 STP trail guide did not show 
trails to Nairn Centre and beyond; no 
current guide existed from Nairn west 
to where the OFSC District 13 guide 
starts just east of Spanish (For 2010, 
District 12 has rectified this problem 
by producing its first full district trail 
guide that shows its trails connecting to 
those of District 13 – congratulations!) 
So we were prepared to get through 
this unmapped sector navigating only 
by trail markers…assuming of course, 
that there would be a trail! 

Fat chance – TOP trail D suddenly 
disappeared at McMerrow. We arrived 
in McKerrow by groomed trail; then 
it was as if while we were stopped for 
lunch, somebody stole it!  The trail 
simple ceased to exist. 

We spent the next several hours 
picking our way west along a goat 
path with only occasional markers. 
If it hadn’t been for an ice fisherman 
named John Moyle and an unidentified 
teenager on an old Indie who showed 
us the way, it’s doubtful we would have 
made it through. (Before embarking 
on this tour today, I highly recommend 
checking that this section is open.) 

Fortunately, TOP F into Elliot 
Lake was an amazing ride that 
restored our faith in groomed 
trails – and Manitoulin Island 
pushed our enjoyment over the 
top…

If you’ve never been to 
Manitoulin in the winter, it’s a real 
sledding gem. The trails are simply 
spectacular: interesting variety, 
great scenery, varied terrain and fun 
to ride. Generally, the east side of 
the island is more agricultural, while 
the west side is primarily forest…at 
least where the trails are. To boost 
our kilometre count for the day, we 
turned west from landfall at Gore 
Bay and headed to Meldrum Bay 
before finishing our ride much 
father east at the Anchor Inn, Little 
Current. For navigation, be sure 
to get a Manitoulin Sno Dusters 
Club guide – it works great for 
their trails, but did not help us 
find a place for lunch, so we 
broke out the trail snacks! 
 On Day Three, we crossed 
the ice again following 
the eastbound stake line 
and meandered our way 
back to the Travelodge via 
Killarney, Lake Panache and 
Chelmsford before dropping 
south onto Ramsey Lake (note: 
this downtown lake is well-
travelled, but not staked). We 
made this a 250-klick day, but 
the direct route would have been 
about 140, for an early enough 
arrival that would have left plenty 
of time for trailering home that 
same day. All in all, you could ride 
about 845 kilometres as we did 
on this three-day loop, or reduce 
it to as little as about 580.

This loop almost follows the 
Northern Snowmobile Tour 
shown on the 2010 Sudbury 
Trail Plan Guide. It is really a 

much elongated version of the Ride Around 
Nipissing (RAN) tour, which at 335 
kilometres is certainly an option if your time 
is tight. But the Northern Snowmobile Tour 
includes two of Ontario’s most spectacular 
(and costly) snowmobile bridges at the 
French and Pickerel rivers on TOP C south. 
You also have the opportunity to explore 
the Carling Trailblazers’ network of 400 
series club trails, the breathtaking hills 
on TOP C just north of the Quality Inn 
Parry Sound, and the Sequin Trail. 
 And speaking of sights, don’t miss the 
view from Wolf Mountain. We added 
about 98 kilometres of extra distance to this 
ride by including the Wolf Mountain Loop 
north of Wanaptei Lake on Day Three.

The beauty of the Sudbury South loop 
is that it can range from 335 kilometres to 
more than 1,000, all of it on well-established 

trails. Out of the three tour loops, 
this one has the most TOP and 

club trails to explore, so the riding 
possibilities are limited only by the time 
available. Although this tour travels through 
some rugged and remote Canadian Shield 
terrain, services are readily available and 
the overnight stops are at three larger 
urban areas, so the choice of restaurants 
and nightlife are good.

You won’t see much of Parry Sound 
proper if you stay at the Quality Inn, but the 
Travelodge North Bay and the Travelway 
Sudbury are both in town. That said, getting to 
these latter two hotels can be a challenge… 

All of the accommodations on North 
Bay’s Lakeshore Drive are accessible from 
a clearly marked and well-travelled stake 
line. It is numbered as a club trail on the 
District 11 guide, but we did not see any 
such numbers along the Lake Nipissing 
stake line. Similarly, no sign marking the 
actual turn off from the stake line to the 
Travelodge was apparent. The best advice 
I have is to use the large blue water tower, 
which can be seen for miles, as a landmark 

near the hotel. By the way, this end of Lake 
Nipissing transforms into a temporary city 
each winter, with a multitude of ice huts and 
ice roads, so you can always find someone 
from whom to ask directions – just 
watch out for all sorts of vehicles criss-
crossing the ice every which-way! 
 As for Sudbury, the closer TOP C south 
from Hamner gets to the city, the more 
major road crossings there are (Note: we 
approached from the north after the Wolf 
Mountain loop, which adds more crossings 
than coming into town directly from North 
Bay). Our arrival during the afternoon rush 
made trying to find breaks in traffic tedious. 
Also, thanks to a previous trail closure, the 
route into Ramsey Lake is more circuitous 
and longer than it used to be. The first time 
in, it seems to go on forever! The Travelway 
is not marked on the trail either, or on 
Ramsey Lake, nor is this lake staked, just 
well tracked. But help is never far away: 
many snowmobilers ride this lake that is 
oreinted east-west and its shorelines are 
wall-to-wall houses, so all you have to 
do is ask someone!

Travel Day: Trailer to Sudbury 
(drive time from Greater Toronto Area to 
lodging: 4 – 5 hours via Highways 400 and 69)
Where We Stayed: Travelway Inn 
1-800-461-4883 or www.
travelwayinnsudbury.com. (#13 on 2010 
Sudbury Trail Plan guide ) We had an 
exceptional dinning experience at Respect 
Is Burning (705) 675-5777, 82 Durham St. 
Day ONe: Sudbury to Parry Sound 
(about 8.5 hrs.) Ride 289 km. Maps: 

Sudbury Trail Plan, OFSC District 10. 
Fuel: Britt, Parry Sound. Lunch: Britt.
Where We Stayed: Quality Inn 1-800-638-
5883 or www.parrysoundqualityinn.com.  

Day TWO: Parry Sound to North 
Bay (about 5 hrs.) 190 km. Maps: OFSC 
District 10 and OFSC District 11 Near 
North. Fuel & Lunch: Port Loring. Note: 
We rode a short day due to freezing 
rain; it’s easy to add more kilometres by 
choosing a less land direct route.

Where We Stayed: Travelodge Inn 
(Lakeshore) 1-866-578-7171 or www.
travelodgenorthbay.com (#43 on 2010 
Near North District 11 guide) 
Day THree: North Bay to Sudbury 
(about 10 hrs.) Ride 370 km. Maps: OFSC 
District 11 Near North and Sudbury Trail Plan. 
Fuel: Verner, Sportsman’s, Rocky’s. Lunch: 
Verner (west end of town). Shortest direct route 
from North Bay to the hotel is: about 272 km.

Sudbury South Itinerary

Sudbury South
Tour Loop #2

Sudbury West
Tour Loop #3

Find out more details about this itinerary at 
www.snowgoercanada.com 

> Plan Your Tours.

Ice Crossing to Manitoulin

Imagine sledding so far out onto a 
frozen waterway that both shores 
disappear. It’s not the most secure 
feeling. Ontario has some major 

ice crossings and one of them traverses 
32 kilometres of Lake Huron’s North 
Channel between the towns of Spanish 
and Gore Bay (Manitoulin Island). It 
used to be a mail run back in the old 
days; now it’s a snowmobile route. 

But without the Spanish River and 
Manitoulin Sno Dusters snowmobile 
clubs, riders would have no markers to 
follow. 

Once again this winter, as has been 
the case for the past 25 years, club 
volunteers Jim Vance, Gary Hunter, 
Rob Little and Tom Green will climb 
on their sleds and start testing the 
ice. When it is uniformly at least 10” 

thick, usually by the 2nd or 3rd week in 
January, they set out with a gas drill 
with a 4” auger and in about six hours 
install 180 bright orange stakes with 
reflectors that show up at night. They 
select a proven route that includes 
several land crossings on various small 
islands. If you want to stop en route, 
this is where to do it.

Until about the 2nd week in March 



Travel Day: Trailer to Sudbury 
(drive time from Greater Toronto Area 
to lodging: 4 – 5 hours via Highways 
400 and 69)

Where We Stayed: Travelodge 
Hotel (705) 522-1100 or www.
travelodgesudbury.com. (#12 on 2010 
Sudbury Trail Plan guide) Perkins 
Restaurant on site.

Day ONe: Sudbury to elliot lake 
(about 9 hrs.) Ride 250 km. Maps: 
Sudbury Trail Plan to Agnew Lake, 

then NEM (Nairn/Espanola/Massey) 
local map to Massey, then District 13 
Algoma. Fuel: McKerrow, Elliot Lake. 
Lunch: McKerrow

Where We Stayed: Fireside Inn  
(closed for winter 2010, try new, trail 
accessible Hampton Inn (705) 848-
4004). 

Day TWO: elliot lake to little 
Current (about 9 hrs.) Ride 345 km. 
Maps: District 13 Algoma to Spanish, 
then local Manitoulin. Fuel: Gore Bay 

(twice), Little Current. Lunch: trail 
snacks. Shortest direct route: about 180 
km

Where We Stayed: anchor Inn (705) 
368-2023.or www.anchorgrill.com. 

Day THree: little Current to 
Sudbury (about 8 hrs.) Ride 250 km. 
Maps: Manitoulin local, then Sudbury 
Trail Plan. Fuel: Lake Panache 
Marina, Nairn, Shell station near hotel. 
Lunch: Nairn. Shortest direct route: 
about 140 km.

Sudbury West Itinerary

when the stakes come out, the volunteers 
monitor ice conditions regularly for 
pressure ridges, fissures, or weak spots, 
weather permitting. Potential dangers 
are marked as often as possible, but 
the whole ice surface is unpredictable; 
pressure cracks can form in hours so 
the crossing is definitely “use at your 
own risk”. That said, to my knowledge 
no tragedies have occurred while 
following the stake line, and here are a 
few pointers to keep it that way:

• Check conditions with the local 
clubs before going.

• Never cross alone.

• always stick to the stake line.

• Do not follow any tracks that 
leave the stake line.

• Do not attempt to cross in 
snowstorms or high winds when 
visibility will be poor.

• Travel at a moderate, consistent 
pace that allows you to stop 
quickly if necessary.

•	 Stay	 in	 single	 file	 about	 30’	

apart so you can see one another 
easily, but so that each rider can 
avoid any trouble ahead. 

• Try to avoid stopping on the ice 
unless a problem appears ahead 
and then stop spread out, not 
bunched up side by side.

Other major ice crossings from 
Manitoulin include Little Current to 
Kilarney and to Whitefish Falls, each 
also staked. I’ve snowmobiled all of 
them without incident, and each time, 
my Woody’s studs have given me peace 
of mind from greater control.

Special thanks to Claude aumont for  this tour and to Donna 
Macleod for coordinating it. Craig’s tours are made possible 
by BrP, Dunford’s of Havelock, Woody’s, Shell advance 

Snow Ultra Oil, and Triton Trailers.

Craig Nicholson is the author of “Canada’s Best Snowmobiling 
— your Ultimate ride Guide”. His syndicated column “The 
Intrepid Snowmobiler” appears innewspapers throughout 
North america. He also hosts “The Intrepid Snowmobiler 
on radio” and appears regularly on Snowmobile Television. 

For more info, click www.intrepidsnowmobiler.com

Find out more details about this itinerary at www.snowgoercanada.com > Plan Your Tours.

rainbow Country Travel association – 
 www.rainbowcountry.com or 1-800-465-6655

Ontario Tourism – www.gorideinontario.ca or 1-800-  
 ONTarIO (1-800-668-2746)

Ontario Federation of Snowmobile Clubs – 
 www.ofsc.on.ca

•

•

•

Who To Contact For All Tours


