
Crossing
Saskatchewan

Great trans provincial riding! That’s the promise for snowmobilers following the Trans Canadian Snowmobile Trail 
(TCST) across the Saskatchewan-Alberta dividing line. These two jurisdictions officially launched their connection 
last February. With about 2,000 kilometres of this cross-country route now joined, snowmobilers can tour back and 

forth between Alberta’s Golden Triangle and Saskatchewan’s Duck Mountain Provincial Park on the Manitoba boundary. 
 Several weeks prior to the opening ceremony for the link up, Don Webb and I launched eastbound from Cold Lake, AB 

on a 1,300-kilometre ride. It would end five days later at Yorkton, SK. The previous winter, Don and I had snowmobiled the 
Alberta side of the TCST (Snow Goer, Spring 2005) and now we wanted to check out the Saskatchewan portion.…

 We didn’t know what to expect. Many of the initial sections of the TCST trail through to Meadow Lake, SK were newly 
developed, with many ice crossings. Much of the trail travels through sparsely populated areas. (Saskatchewan’s population 
totals about 1 million, much of it concentrated farther south.) We were riding without guides and had questions about finding 
our own way, grooming quality, and the availability of fuel. We would be out of cell phone service about half the time. It was 
January and we were dressed for the prairie deep freeze that had gripped the area before our arrival.

 Lady Luck smiled on us from the outset. During our ride, we experienced unusually balmy temperatures and fair skies. On 
several days, we even rode with our jackets open, wishing for a cooler breeze and hoping that a meltdown wasn’t imminent. 
It didn’t happen. In fact, the week after we returned home, the mercury plunged below – 25 degrees Celsius again as Old Man 
Winter returned to Saskatchewan for the duration. 

 Known locally as the “Forest Fringe”, this north-central Saskatchewan region is home to the Forest Fringe Snowmobile 
Association. It’s an amalgamation of community based snowmobile clubs who maintain much of the TSCT we explored on 
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this tour. Contrary to some perceptions 
of Saskatchewan, this region is not all 
prairie; mostly, it boasts a vast wilder-
ness of forests and lakes, which make 
for interesting and scenic riding. Best 
of all, its northerly location blesses the 
Forest Fringe with the longest snowmo-
biling season in the province.

 Successful snowmobile tours rely 
on accurate maps. The Saskatchewan 
Snowmobile Association (SSA) produc-
es a good one, which shows the TCST 
as a green line crossing Saskatchewan. 
Running just north of Prince Albert for 
its western half, the green line turns 
south at Hudson Bay (the town, not 
the body of water). East of Yorkton, it 
links to Manitoba at Duck Mountain 
Provincial Park. For more detail, I also 
downloaded the necessary club maps 
from the SSA web site (see below: Who 
To Contact). 

 Our first lesson was their num-
bering system. For example, the SSA 
provincial map showed “TC109A” as 
the trail designation on the Saskatch-
ewan side of the Alberta boundary. We 
learned that “TC” stands for “Trans 
Canadian Snowmobile Trail”; “109” is 
the number of the local club responsible 
for this section of trail; “A” designates it 
as a primary east-west route. So as long 
as we followed signs with a “TC” at the 
front of the number and an “A” at the 
end, we knew we were on track, even 
though the centre three digits changed 
continually as we passed from one 
club’s jurisdiction to another. But as 
every rider knows, what’s evident on a 
map isn’t necessarily as obvious on the 
snow…

 The frequency of signs with trail 

numbers, as well as field and ice stakes, 
was adequate for local riders, but visi-
tors like us could have used more. At 
several intersections, we found our way 
by following the freshly groomed trail 
or other sled tracks. For the most part 
stakes weren’t close enough together for 
good night or storm visibility— espe-
cially if the trail is already obliterated by 
snow. Even without bad weather, we got 
turned around a couple of times where 
more markings would have helped. 
Fortunately, we were never lost thanks 
to the good trail maps, a provincial road 
map and my trusty compass. However, 

even these tools didn’t help near the 
town of Carrot River…

 We encountered a total lack of 
signage for a 100 km stretch extending 
southeast from Highway 55, on either 
side of that community. I recalled need-
ing guides to get through this section 

when I toured eastern Saskatchewan 
in 1997 (Snow Goer, March 1998). I 
was wary this time, so I arranged two 
knowledgeable guides, Dwight Theson 
and John Hamm, to get us through. 

 The SSA office informed me re-
cently that the local club has committed 
to sign this section of trail for the 2005/
06 season. However, my advice would 
be to check before going, because it runs 
through a real no-man’s land, where I 
wouldn’t want to travel without signs. 

 Fuel was available whenever we 
needed it. The SSA trail map also shows 
its availability with yellow “gas pump” 
icons. This information proved to be 
valuable once we realized that there 
weren’t many signs on the trail for fuel, 
lodging and food. The TCST goes from 
one community to another, thanks to 
good trail planning by the SSA and its 
clubs, but we often had to search for the 
gas station after arriving at a town. That 
was okay, except for our first fill up…

 We had launched from Cold Lake 
early on a Sunday and arrived in the 
small farming community of Goodsoil, 
SK about 11 AM. Much to our dismay, 
we found one gas station closed until 1 
PM and the other operating 24 hours, 
but under a card lock system. I trudged 

into the local restaurant to inquire about 
fuel. Many residents were enjoying 
Sunday brunch and one asked if I had 
cash. Receiving my affirmative reply, he 
led us to the card lock station. There, we 
filled up using his card and reimbursed 
this Good Samaritan with our money. 

This sure ain’t the prairie!

Official Opening of the Trans Canadian Snowmobile Trail in Saskatchewan

Other Tour Info
DAY ONE
Where We Stayed: Harbour Inn Bed & Breakfast, Cold Lake, AB 
(708) 639-2337; http://cantravel.ca/harbour.html. Large, lakeside 
B&B with tastefully appointed rooms and ample parking behind. 
Three restaurants within a block.
Trail Access from Harbour Inn B&B to TC109A: ride on to the 
lake in front of the inn and bear right along shore for about 1000 
yards to the staked trail; turn left for Saskatchewan.

DAY TWO
Cold Lake to Chitek Lake, SK (9 AM to 4 PM - 274 km)
Where We Stayed: Little Pine Lodge, Chitek Lake; (306) 984-
2332; www.littlepinelodge.com. Renovated, lakeside house-
keeping cabins with ample parking. Fuel and convenience store 
nearby.
Trail Access to Lodge from Eastbound Trail: TC104A east to 
boat launch sign and proceed on to the lake. Turn left and ride to 
a large fenced off skating rink. Turn towards the shore on the near 
side of the rink and ride on to a local street. Take a left at the first 
driveway.
Trail Access from Lodge to Eastbound Trail: turn right on the 
same local street used on arrival, then right again on to a 2nd street. 
Follow it to the convenience store/gas station, and then turn left to 
cross the highway. On the far side, turn right on TC104A east. 

DAY THREE
Chitek Lake to Candle Lake (8:30 AM to 5 PM – 281 km.)
Where We Stayed: Ship’s Lantern Resort Hotel & Cabins, Candle 
Lake; (306) 929-4555; www.shipslanternresort.com. Lakeside ho-
tel with direct trail access, restaurant & bar on site, and ample 
parking. Fuel and convenience store nearby, past hotel.
Trail Access: Trail passes directly in front of the hotel.

DAY FOUR
Candle Lake to Nipiwan (8:30 AM to 4 PM – 318 km.)
Where We Stayed: Northern Green Resort (306) 862-2686; 
www.northerngreens.sk.ca Modern resort hotel with pool, hot 
tub and ample parking. Restaurant and fuel nearby, continental 
breakfast on site. 
Trail Access from TC 226A Eastbound: after crossing the dam, 
cross Highway 35 to the east side ditch. Turn left and follow it past 
the Co-Op. Proceed and just before the Dairy Queen, turn right in a 

laneway. Follow TC226A and cross Highway 55. At the signboard, 
turn left beside #55. At the first street, turn to the right (at Esso sta-
tion) and ride into the hotel.
Trail Access from Hotel to TC226A Eastbound: go back to the 
signboard and turn left at trail.

DAY FIVE
Nipiwan to Hudson Bay (8:30 AM to 3 PM – 224 km.)
Where We Stayed: Treeline Motel, Hudson Bay (306) 865-2228/
2333; www.townofhudsonbay.com/business/business_6.html. 
Roadside motel with direct trail access, restaurant/bar on site and 
ample parking. Fuel and convenience store nearby.
Trail Access to Motel from TC210A Eastbound: when trail 
comes to Highway 3, within sight of town, bear left and motel is 
the first building.
Trail Access to TC104A Eastbound: turn right from the motel 
and ride along the motel side of Highway 3 until reaching the trail 
and continue east.

DAY SIX
Hudson Bay to Yorkton (8:15 AM to 3 PM – 216 km.)
Where We Stayed: Comfort Inn, Yorkton (306) 783-0333; 
www.choicehotels.ca. Multi-story hotel with pool, hot tub and 
ample parking. Fuel and restaurants nearby. 
Trail Access from TC327A Eastbound: Follow the trail into 
town. Comfort Inn is visible from the trail and is located across 
the first intersection.

WHO TO CONTACT
Saskatchewan Tourism: 1-877-237-2273; www.sasktourism.com
Saskatchewan Snowmobile Association: (306) 729-3500; www.sa
sksnowmobiling.sk.ca
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What’s Special?
Snowmobilers can fi nd some 

of Southern Ontario’s best riding 
directly south of Algonquin Park. 
Typically, the area, bounded in the 
west by Bancroft, in the east by the 
Ottawa River towns of Renfrew 
and Pembroke and to the south, 
Sharbot Lake, gets more than its 
share of snow. Its northern part is 
an area that many snowmobilers 
fl ash through as part of their R.A.P. 
(Round Algonguin Park) tour, but 
they are overlooking some excep-
tional riding. The area’s Trans On-
tario Provincial (TOP) Trails are 
great for as-the-crow-fl ies touring 
between towns for those who like 
shorter days. But add in various 
TOP Trail loops plus a myriad of 
local club trails, and you can really 
rack on the miles if you choose.

My favourite TOP trails are 
the “B” trail, a utility corridor that 
runs Eagle Lake to Whitney, cut-
ting through the bottom of Algon-
guin Park. From Whitney, it trans-
forms into one of the most scenic 
rail trails in the province, running 
beside the picturesque Madawas-
ka River all the way the Barry’s 
Bay. TOP A from Pembroke to 
Renfrew provides some excellent 
fi eld riding, while TOP E runs 
on forest access roads through 
much of the Mazinaw region 
(near Bon Echo Provincial Park).

Depending on your time and 
pace, this area can offer two to 
fi ve days of primo snowmobiling 
that’s close to Ottawa, Toronto and 
the towns along the 401 corridor. 

About the Tour
Riding Distance: 1150 km
Tour Duration: 5 days of riding in 
late January 2005
Maps Needed: OFSC TOP Trail 
Guide, OFSC District 6, OFSC 
District 2, OFSC District 1

DAY 1: Ride from cottage south of 
Apsley to Spectacle Lake Lodge 
DAY 2: Spectacle Lake Lodge to 
Sharbot Lake.
DAY 3: Sharbot Lake to Pembroke 
via Smiths Falls.
DAY 4: Pembroke to Martin Wood 
Resort.
DAY 5: Ride back to cottage

Contact Info: 
Snowmobile Paradise Web 
Site – www.ontariotravel.net/
snowmobile (click on map for 
Eastern Ontario for links to all 
applicable web sites). Bancroft & 
District 1-877-636-5513. Ottawa 
Valley Tourism 1-800-757-6580. 
Eastern Ontario (613) 5643-0374

Lodging
Unless otherwise noted, all 

lodgings have direct trail access 
and ample parking.:

Spectacle Lake Lodge, Barry’s 
Bay (District 6 map) 1-800-567-
4044, www.spectaclelakelodge.
com; Located just east of Mada-
waska on TOP B (watch for the 
signed turn off to private trail on 
the south side). Excellent meals, 
licenced lounge, whirlpool tub, 
friendly hospitality, fuel on site. 
Best Western Pembroke Inn
(District 6 map) 1-800-567-5475. 
Located at intersection of TOP 
trails A & B. If you’re riding east 
towards Pembroke on TOP B, the 
trail becomes a rail trail just out-
side Pembroke. Keep a sharp eye 
out on your right, because the B 
trail turns off the rail bed as you 
get into town — and that’s the 
way to the hotel! Restaurant and 
lounge on site, fi tness centre with 
pool and whirlpool. Fuel & conve-
nience store just across the road. 
Martin Wood Resort, Harcourt 

(District 2 map) 1-800-877-552-
0970, www.martinwoodresort.c
om; Located on TOP E109 just 
north of intersection with TOP 
E. If you are heading north on 
E109, the right hand turn off is 
easy to miss because you have 
to look hard right to see their 
sign. Licenced restaurant on site. 
Originally built as a millionaire’s 
head offi ce building, the resort sits 
in the middle of nowhere and is 
now headquarters for a recently 
built championship golf course. 
It’s worth the visit because of the 
unexpected size, decor and huge 
bedrooms. Fuel up at either Lake 
St. Peter or Harcourt.
Palmerston Lake Motel & 
Alice’s Restaurant, Ompah (Dis-
trict 1 map) (613) 479-2888. Lo-
cated on TOP E104 at Palmerston 
Lake. Older roadside motel with 
good food at the restaurant next 
door. Fuel and convenience store 
across the road. 
Sharbot Lake Country Inn (Dis-
trict 1 map) (613) 279-2198. Street 
access: located one block south of 
intersection of E108 and E105 at 
Sharbot Lake.  Lakeside motel 
units with licenced restaurant and 
lounge attached.

Central & Eastern Ontario

Another important lesson: many rural 
gas stations (everywhere in Canada) are 
closed Sunday morning, so plan accord-
ingly!

The SSA map also identifi es the 
locations of about 27 TCST trailside 
warm-up shelters with a yellow star. 
Although we mostly stopped in towns, 
it was comforting to know that these 
club-maintained facilities are available 
if needed.  

Our hats are off to the clubs and 
volunteers grooming the TCST in Sas-
katchewan. It’s a massive undertaking, 
especially given that their funding for 
trails is inadequate. With few ex-
ceptions, the trail was smooth and 
fl at, which made for very pleasur-
able riding and making good time 
too. 

Among my favourite stretch-
es are the pipeline from Meadow 
lake to Chiket Lake; the Quebec-
style trails between Christopher 
Lake and Candle Lake; the top 
notch riding from Candle Lake to 
the southern end of Narrow Hills 
Provincial Park; the trail through 
Hudson Bay; and the one leading 
into Yorkton.

I can’t recall snowmobiling in 
any locale where wildlife species 
were so prevalent. I’m not taking 
about a couple of isolated wildlife 
areas or a few scattered sightings. 
Each day teemed with critters like 
deer, moose, elk, woodland cari-
bou, wolves, and rabbits. It was 

like riding through a zoo! This surpris-
ing abundance of fauna made for great 
sightseeing, but required extra vigilance 
while navigating the trails. 

Another surprise was the amount 
of ice travel, until I remembered that 
something like 40% of Saskatchewan’s 
area is some kind of waterway. The ice 
riding started on Cold Lake (the lake, 
not the town), where we snowmobiled 
17 km. across the frozen surface before 
fi nally hitting a land trail! 

I was also pleasantly surprised to 
fi nd comparatively little ditch riding, an 
activity all too familiar to most prairie 

riders. Whenever we rode beside a road, 
it was on a groomed trail such as from 
Dorintosh to Meadow Lake, beside 
Highway 4, and between Hudson Bay 
and Preeceville, along Highway 9. 

The Trans Canadian Snowmobile 
Trail through Saskatchewan offers a 
wide variety of picturesque landscapes. 
Its mix of fl at farmlands, hilly forests, 
and plenteous lakes make crossing Sas-
katchewan a tour worth doing. Factoring 
in the additional possibilities of extend-
ing the ride into Alberta, snowmobilers 
can rack up some really serious kilome-
tres — and don’t forget that the TCST 
also connects into Manitoba!

If Don and I, as visitors to this “land 
of living skies”, were able to complete 
our tour as planned, other riders should 
have no problem either. The promise of 
the Trans Canadian Snowmobile Trail is 
a being fulfi lled Saskatchewan.

Special thanks to Barry Bradshaw, 
Chris Brewer, Dwight Theson, John 
Hamm, Daryl Demoskoff, Ken Land-
ers, BRP, Alex Smith, Wade McDonald, 
Murray Robb, Ron & Vera Connolly, 
and Stewart Kurtz.

Craig Nicholson’s syndicated col-
umn “The Intrepid Snowmobiler” ap-
pears in newspapers throughout North 
America. He also hosts “The Intrepid 
Snowmobiler on Radio” and appears 
regularly on Snowmobiler Television.

Tour snapshotStakes mark the way through many fi elds By: Craig Nicholson
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