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Auto thieves remain active 
across Canada. High-end 
vehicles left unattended in 
unsecured locations are easy 

targets. Most snowmobile tow vehicles 
fit this bill. Aside from the unexpected 
expense incurred to replace a stolen 
vehicle and a future of higher insurance 
premiums, if your tow vehicle goes 
missing, odds are so will the rest of your 
sledding season.  Good luck finding a 
replacement tow vehicle, trailer and 
sled fast. So doesn’t it make good sense 
to make your precious truck or SUV 
harder to steal than the next guy’s? A 
few relatively inexpensive preventative 
measures can help. 

For prevention, factory-provided 
smart keys and ignition immobilizers are 
a solid first line of defense.  Personally, 
I’d avoid security alarms (factory or 
after market) that set off lights, horn or 
sirens, because what happens if they trip 
when your tow vehicle is sitting in some 
remote location with no one around? 
Either the thieves will bust in anyway, 
or if the alarm tripped accidentally, 
its commotion might attract unwanted 
attention to your obviously unattended 
auto. And if no one’s present to shut it 
off, the alarm could drain your battery. 

   The second line of defense is visible 
deterrents. Winner International, who 
makes the popular “Club®” steering 
wheel locks, has a special SUV/Truck 
Club with laser encrypted security 
keys. For added protection, you could 
also use The Shield®, which not only 
makes any cutting of your steering 
wheel more difficult, but also protects 
your air bag. The final component of 
Winner International’s triple play is 

the Club Auto Brake Lock. Essentially, 
this handy device prevents the brake (or 
clutch) pedal from being depressed. To 
avoid key ring confusion, keyed-alike 
locks are available online from the 
Winner International direct marketing 
department. Confronted by all three 
devices, I bet most thieves will look 
elsewhere for easier pickings. www.
theclub.com

Your visible anti-theft security 
wouldn’t be complete without a bright 
orange or yellow McGard Car Lock, the 
only one located outside your vehicle. 
This U-shaped immobilizer is a wheel 
boot that clamps around a front tire to 
stop it from rotating. It’s very strong, 
but light weight, and comes in its own 
carrying case, which can be hung empty 
over the steering wheel as another 
visible warning to thieves. Complete 
with a patented Medeco cylinder lock 
that has a weather cap to keep out 
snow and ice, the McGard lock has a 
two-stage mechanism that’s a breeze 
to install (also good for trailers). To 
prevent tire theft, you may also want 
to acquire McGard locking wheel nuts. 
www.mcgard.com
  If a criminal hasn’t moved on to an 
easier target by now, maybe Vinguard 
window stickers will provoke second 

thoughts. Vinguard is a glass etching 
system that’s very simple to use. It 
allows the owner to permanently 
inscribe the Vehicle Identification 
Number (VIN) on all the windows. 
This makes vehicle identification and 
police tracing easier, and selling off 
parts much more difficult. Visit www.
vinetching.com

    My third line of defense is not 
visible. Pros can break in by forcing 
a screwdriver under the door handle 
or punching the lock cylinder into the 
door, much less noisy than breaking 
a window. That’s where the Jimmi-
Jammer™ shines. It’s a make/model 
specific, custom formed, steel plate 
that bolts to the backside of your door 
handle (inside of door) to strengthen and 
protect the lock assembly. Your vehicle 
may still suffer some exterior cosmetic 
damage, but Jimmi jammer helps keep 
thieves out. www.jimmijammer.com
 Estimates are that having your 
vehicle disappear could set you back 
over $2,500 in theft-related expenses, 
including lost deductibles, increased 
premium and rental car cost, to say 
nothing of the inconvenience or also 
losing your trailer and even sled(s). So 
why ruin a great winter, when a few 
relatively inexpensive precautions can 
make the difference?

Protect Your Vehicle and Your season


