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The famous words above spin ‘round your 
head on one awesome trail after another. It’s 

a dream come true to ride such a never-ending 
abundance of wide, sweeping, scenic trails – and 
they just kept on coming, in and around Canada’s 
newest sledding playground – the Christmas 
Mountains of Northern New Brunswick. 
 Last March, our crew trailered to Edmundston, 
staging from there for a four-day, saddlebag tour. 
We’d heard that the Christmas Mountains are fast 
becoming a New Brunswick go-to destination 
and wanted to see what it is has to offer.

Dreaming The Ride
Little did we know that there’s much more to the 
Christmas Mountains than first meets the eye. 
The project had a soft launch for the winter of 
2021, just in time to mark the 40th Anniversary 
of the New Brunswick Federation of Snowmobile 
Clubs (NBFSC). But there’s also a remarkable 
backstory to the Christmas Mountains – a real 
eye opener about how to create an extraordinary 
snowmobiling destination. Here’s the story 
behind the story…

It’s Christmas All Winter Long in Northern New Brunswick!
STORY BY CRAIG NICHOLSON, THE INTREPID SNOWMOBILER

Now, Dasher! Now, Dancer! Now Prancer and Vixen! On Comet! On Cupid! On Donder and Blitzen!
Now dash away! dash away! dash away all!

DISCOVERING CANADA’S NEWEST 

SLEDDING PLAYGROUND
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Top notch signage at every intersection. 
TOP PHOTO: New warm up facility and gas pumps at Mount Carleton.

Dalton’s  “Quick  Adjus t” Flyweights   Our mos t popular,
where the grams  can be added or s ubtracted without even
removing the flyweights  from the primary. Lots  of des igns
including Arctic, Polaris , and vers ions  for the popular
Yamaha turbo models .

Pro Tuner Series  Flyweights For Sk idoo pDrive primary-  DPT-9 0 2 , 
9 0 3  vers ions  for 8 5 0  click er type primary, and DPT-9 0 0 -T, and 9 0 1 -T, 9 0 1 -TM
s eries  for the 9 0 0  Ace turbo models  pDrive. Models  for 9 0 0  Ace Turbo are a
direct, proper drop-in fit for the 9 0 0  Ace turbo primary clutch. No click ers ,
s hims , or s pacers  are required.
9 0 0 -T/9 0 1 -T,9 0 1 -TM s eries  als o feature s ome of the adjus tability in the 
Dalton “Quick  Adjus t” method which allows  s ome fine tuning without 
having to remove the flyweight from the clutch. 
See webs ite for details  and gram ranges . 
Note: We of cours e, s till have plenty of vers ions  of pins , s prings , etc., for
earlier Sk idoo TRA !

Springs  We continually develop more s prings
for tuning. There are primary and s econdary
s prings  for mos t models , including  s ome new
vers ions  for Polaris  Team s econdary, more Arctic
vers ions , and more vers ions  for Sk idoo 
including new pDrive primary s prings .

We offer a huge s election of individual clutch
tuning components  for s nowmobiles !

FAQ: Does  Dalton offer “clutch k its ” or 
s ugges ted s et ups  for individual s nowmobiles ?
Ans wer: Sorry, we do not s ell “k its ” or s ugges t
s et ups  for s nowmobiles . Rather, we s upply
components  to  companies  that do that, and 
racers /tuners  that do s nowmobile clutch tuning
on their own. 
If you are one who s ays  “I have my s led running
great!” ...and it is  really YOU that tuned the
clutching on your own, then you are probably
very familiar with our company.
If you prefer a pack aged clutch k it ( and many do
for various  good reas ons  ), we have s ome 
companies  lis ted on the FAQ page of our webs ite
that may help.

Helixes We manufacture helixes  for
all brands , the lis t is  always  growing.
See our webs ite for details  of high
quality cons truction, and available
angles  lis t. 
Choos e a helix from our webs ite, it
mos t often gets  cut and s hipped
within the next day or two.

for 
Clutch Tuning 
Components  !
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Dalton
d al t o n i n d u s t r i e s . c o m

Fas t Shipping ! FedEx s tandard air s hipping ( 2 -3
bus ines s  days ) is  $ 1 9  anywhere in North 
America excluding Alas k a.
Priority overnight available in mos t areas  of
Canada and USA. Contact us  for details  and
Alas k a /International rates .
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Ross Antworth, now retired General Manager of 
the New Brunswick Federation of Snowmobile 
Clubs (NBFSC), wanted to bring the Black Hills 
of South Dakota home. After a 2007 visit to this 
iconic snowmobiling area, Antworth envisioned 
transforming a series of north-central New 
Brunswick peaks in the remote interior, into 
a must-visit destination in Eastern Canada. 
But along with the NBFSC, it took a host of 

Centrally based groomers keep remote trails smooth.

Intersections maps show the primary 
riding area.

committed partners and stakeholders, including 
First Nations and all levels of government, about 
15 years to bring the Christmas Mountains dream 
to life.

Christmas Mountains Assets
That achievement couldn’t have happened 
without a confluence of prior events. Topography 
provided a solid foundation thousands of years 
ago, positioning Northern New Brunswick as 
far north as Saguenay Quebec or Cochrane 
Ontario. Geology contributed a sub-range of the 
Appalachian Mountains so the New Brunswick 
interior benefits from the colder climate of 
higher elevation. Both of these factors combine 
to deliver a must-have for a great snowmobiling 
destination: long, cold, snowy winters for early 
and late riding, often to the end of April.
 The forestry industry added its own important 
contribution in the mid-nineties, when it began 
building logging roads in these north-central 
mountains. The resulting network of corridors 
and bridges, engineered to support the weight 
of logging trucks, provided an invaluable trail 
framework for the newly envisioned snowmobile 
destination. 
 Then around 2010, the “Northern Odyssey 
Tour” was introduced as a new snowmobiling 
experience in Northern New Brunswick. It’s an 
exceptional snowmobile adventure anchored by 
Edmundston, Campbellton, Bathurst and Acadian 
Peninsula. Still going strong, the Northern 

Odyssey provided a network of trans-provincial 
trails with numerous connections to towns, 
services and amenities, that helped open the 
remote interior access for trail riders. 

What’s In A Name?
Let’s not forget Arthur Wightman. A New 
Brunswick member on the Canadian Permanent 
Committee on Geographical Names, Wightman 
was also a major contributor to the Christmas 
Mountains project. In 1964, he named ten 
previously unidentified peaks in north-central 
New Brunswick. Somewhat whimsically, 
Wightman dubbed them with Santa and his 
reindeer in mind: Mount Dasher, Mount Dancer, 
Mount Prancer, Mount Vixen, Mount Comet, 
Mount Cupid, Mount Donder and Mount Blitzen, 
plus Mount St. Nicholas and Mount North Pole.
 Wightman’s naming was inspired by the 
1823 poem quoted at the outset of this article, 
whose memorable first line is “ ’Twas the night 
before Christmas, and all through the house…”. 
Apparently, Rudolph, who wasn’t popularized 
until 1939 in the holiday season song “Rudolph 
the Red-Nosed Reindeer” missed out on a 
summit of his own. Located near Mount Carleton, 
the highest in the province, these peaks soon 
became collectively known as the “Christmas 
Mountains”. Little did Wightman know that his 
fanciful monikers were destined to become a 
very special snowmobiling brand 57 years later.

The Hub Concept
Fast forward to more recent times. Many 
important building blocks for a “Black Hills” 
style destination were already in place in New 
Brunswick. But the question was: How to bring 
them together and optimize their collective 
value? A great place to start was with some of the 
attributes that have helped make the Black Hills 
successful. So in 2013, the NBFSC commissioned 
renown Trails Work Consultant, Kim Raap, to 
write a report called the “Snowmobile Trails 
Development Plan”.
 That plan described how snowmobile 
operations in the Black Hills revolve around the 
Hardy Work Center. Run by the US Forest service, 
this historic collection of two log cabins, one 
logshop/garage and two modern garages, is 
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K L IM.COM  #K L IML IFEK L IM ATE JACK E T & BIB /  F3 CAR BON PRO HEL ME T /  AEON GOGGL E

DURABLE OVERLAYS IN KEY WEAR AREAS
MESH HEMS OFFER BETTER SAFETY FOR FROZEN LAKES

STAY WARM AND DRY

TRAIL HERITAGE
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located in the remote heart of the Black Hills. It’s used by employees of the 
State of South Dakota in the winter to maintain snowmobile trails. 
 The centralized concept in a remote area enables a more effective and 
efficient grooming operation with dedicated groomers and paid operators 
stationed on site. From this hub, groomers can spoke out regularly, doing 
one-way passes on runs that loop back to base. And with groomers & 
operators centrally located, grooming surrounding trails is their only 
priority and occurs more frequently. If the machines were individually 
based miles away at various towns, keeping these remote trails smooth 
wouldn’t happen as often. Also, it’s much easier for groomers at a central 
base, closer to their grooming runs, to undertake early and late season 
grooming, when surrounding access trails at lower elevations don’t have 
enough snow.

Show Us The Money
Several years later, the province recognized project progress when the 
proposed “Christmas Mountains Snowmobile Network” was designated 
a “Signature Trail” attraction in the New Brunswick Trail Action Plan. This 
document rated the Christmas Mountains project as 90% ready to meet 
the Signature Trail criteria of being strategically located, safe to ride and 
sustainable into the future.
 Soon after, a multi-million investment transformed the existing 
operational base for the staff of Mount Carleton Provincial Park into a 
contemporary New Brunswick equivalent of the Black Hills’ Hardy Work 
Center. The New Brunswick government funded two new groomers located 
at this new hub, and trained staff to operate them for the winter months 
to take the grooming load off area snowmobile clubs. A new fuel depot 

now keeps the groomers running (and provides gas daily for visiting sleds), 
while a magnificent new warm up facility is open daily (until 11 pm) with 
bathrooms and WIFI for winter visitors, plus store & snacks (open Thurs. 
to Sun). Several new park bridges were built to accommodate the new 
groomers, while new warm up shelters now offer rest stops on Christmas 
Mountain trails.

Gateways & Access
As our crew did, riders can access the Christmas Mountains from several 
gateway staging locations: In the west, from Edmundston (180 km via NB12 
& 19) or Plaster Rock (115 km via NB23); from the east via Bathurst (129 
km via NB19 or 23); or to the south from Doaktown-McNamee (184 km via 
NB58) or Miramichi (212 km via NB52 & NB23). And true to their Christmas 

theme, several hundred kilometres of new trails 
are shown in red on NBFSC print and online maps. 
The trails are named Prancer, Dancer, Vixen, Comet 
Cupid, Candy Cane and North Pole (once again, 
latecomer Rudolph didn’t make the cut). 
   Meanwhile, ride-in lodgings for the Christmas 
Mountains are located in Saint-Quentin (53 km 
northwest on NB19), Nictau (50 km west on NB23), 
Roger’s Lake (80 km east on NB23) or north at 
Island Lake Lodge (60 km on NB19) & Sugar Camp 
(80 km on Trail 301). The closest accommodations 
to Christmas Mountains trails are Serpentine Lake 
Lodge (on NB58) and Governor’s Wilderness Resort 
(on NB23). 

A Work In Progress
The Christmas Mountains is a dream coming 
true. But it’s still a work in progress. Developing 
Mount Carleton Lodge into a 7-day a week winter 
operation for food service and winterizing existing 
their accommodations, would be beneficial. 
Having both a Christmas Mountains trail map and 
background info mounted on wallboards at Mount 
Carleton Lodge would help build visitor interest. 
So would “Welcome to the Christmas Mountains” 
billboards on every trail leading into the area to 
promote its status as a go-to destination and let 
visiting riders know they’re arrived.

   One other valuable asset of the Black Hills hasn’t yet been officially 
realized in the Christmas Mountains – an integrated backcountry riding 
component. With Crown Land prevalent throughout the 52,000 acres 
of Christmas Mountains, plenty of legal opportunities exist for powder 
riding. Remember all those logging roads I mentioned earlier? Many are 
now unmaintained, endless corridors where local backcountry enthusiasts 
already get their ya-ya’s out. But so far, visiting riders are left to discover 
backcountry opportunities on their own, whereas designated and 
promoted areas (and guided rides) would solidify the Christmas Mountains’ 
growing reputation as powder central.

Riding The Dream
Regardless, 15 years after Ross Antworth brought a dream back from 
the Black Hills, the Christmas Mountains now provides an outstanding 
trail riding experience – early, late or anytime in between. It’s a natural 
complement to the 
Northern Odyssey, albeit 
a destination all its own. 
Areas towns and remote 
operators are already 
reaping the rewards 
from a notable increase 
in ridership to the area. 
Many other snowmobiling 
regions could use the 
New Brunswick playbook 
to help create their own 
special destinations. Yes, 
it’s truly Christmas all 
winter long in Northern 
New Brunswick – so now’s 
the time to start planning 
your Christmas Mountains 
adventure ride this winter!   
n

STAGING LODGINGS

Grey Rock Quality Inn, Edmundston
greyrockqualityhotel.com

(506) 737-2000

Atlantic Host Hotel, Bathurst
atlantichost.com
(506) 548-3335

Wilson’s Sporting Lodge, McNamee
wilsonscamps.nb.ca

(506) 365-7962

Settler’s Inn & Motel, Plaster Rock
settlersinn.com
(506) 356-9000

WHO TO CONTACT
Tourism New Brunswick

tourismnewbrunswick.ca/winter-snowmobile

Northern Odyssey
northernodyssey.ca

New Brunswick Federation of Snowmobile Clubs 
(online permits & trail map)

nbfsc.com
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