
 

 
 
Dear Premier Ford,         Oct. 2, 2025 
 
Ontario snowmobiling needs your personal interven>on! 
 
On Monday, Sept. 27 your Ministry of Transporta>on declined to approve a 7% Ontario Snowmobile Trail 
Permit increase that member clubs of the Ontario Federa>on of Snowmobile Clubs (OFSC) 
recommended at their recent AGM.  
 
This modest increase would not require any government dollars. Rather, as has always been the case for 
more than 60 years, it would  be paid by snowmobilers who choose to access OFSC Prescribed 
Snowmobile Trails for their recrea>on. This is a trail system that  received an “Ontario Trails of Dis>nc>on 
Award” in 2015. A provincial system that only exists because of users paying their own way, combined 
with the tens of thousands of hours of donated labour by club volunteers (worth up to $16+ Million 
annually at market rates – see study named below).   
 
MTO’s ill-considered decision will have cri>cal and long-term ramifica>ons, star>ng with insufficient 
permit revenues available to properly operate user-funded OFSC Prescribed Snowmobile Trails for the 
coming winter (52% increase in opera>ng expenses since 2020).  
 
But more than that, the MTO decision has placed the winter prosperity of thousands of Ontario 
communi>es, hospitality businesses and workers in serious jeopardy. To say nothing of the recrea>onal, 
social and healthy well-being of many Ontarians, plus a major hit to winter tourism in Ontario at a >me 
when more of us than ever are choosing to stay here for our >me off.  
 
As the 2023 “Economic Impact Snowmobile Trails in Ontario” clearly proves, snowmobiler use of OFSC 
Prescribed Snowmobile Trails generate up to $3 to $6 Billion annually for Ontario’s economy, equalling or 
exceeding what the now also in jeopardy film industry is worth to our province.  
 
In addi>on, OFSC Prescribed Snowmobile Trails also generate an es>mated 9,307 full->me equivalent 
jobs and $538 million in taxes across three levels of government: $238.9 million in federal taxes, $258.16 
million in provincial taxes, and $40.98 million in municipal taxes. If for no other reason, can your 



provincial budget afford that poten>al tax reduc>on if OFSC Prescribed Snowmobile Trails are not 
available this winter? 
 
Please also consider that these economic benefits occur primarily throughout the rural and Northern 
Ontario snowbelt, regions of the province that have fewer economic opportuni>es available during the 
winter. This economic impact demonstrated itself during the 2020 COVID winter. That’s when OFSC 
Prescribed Snowmobile Trails, complying with all provincial restric>ons, remained open as one of the few 
allowed recrea>onal ac>vi>es available to Ontarians – and became a lifeline for many hospitality 
providers . 
 
And let’s not forget that many of Ontario’s other recrea>onal trail ac>vi>es in other seasons share usage 
of OFSC trails on public and crown land that are maintained and cleared by OFSC clubs using permit 
revenues. So, no permit fee increase actually has a detrimental impact on tourism, business and 
communi>es year-round.  
 
At a >me when you are working so hard to protect our economy, does it make any sense for your 
government to slam the door on this proven economic generator? 
 
On behalf of all of those who will be adversely, and possibly irreversibly, affected by this poorly 
conceived MTO decision, including tens of thousands of Ontario snowmobilers who support this minimal 
permit fee increase, please act expedi>ously to direct MTO to allow the requested permit fee increase 
immediately – before the OFSC Prescribed Snowmobile Trail network is nega>vely affected beyond 
recovery. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Craig Nicholson 
The Intrepid Snowmobiler 
Interna>onal Snowmobile Hall of Fame Journalist 
 
 
 
 


